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Objectives

• What are Non Medical Prescribers

• History

• How Non Medical Prescribing has 
enhanced patient care within the 
Respiratory Team



Non Medical Prescribers are:

• Healthcare Professionals (that are not Doctors, 
Dentists or Vets) 

• Experts in their field of expertise
• Highly skilled in their profession
• Undergone an intensive training programme and 

includes a 100% pass in maths test
• Continuing Professional Development



History

• 1986 – Cumberledge Report
• 1989 – Crown Report (1)
• 1992 – Medicinal Products: Prescribing by 

Nurses Act
• 1999 – Further Crown Report (2)
• 2001 – Extended Independent Prescribing



• 2003 – Supplementary Prescribing
• 2006 – Independent Prescribers are now 

able to prescribe any licensed medicine for 
any medical condition within their 
competence, including some controlled 
drugs

• 2009 – Prescribing unlicensed medication



How do we use this new skill

• Clinics
• Accident and Emergency Department
• Wards
• Home visits
• TTA’s (to take away medicines)

• Telephone Assessment



How safe are Non Medical Prescribers?



NMC April 2006

RPSGB August 2007



1. License to prescribe
2. Accountability
3. Assessment
4. Need
5. Consent
6. Communication
7. Record keeping
8. Clinical Management Plan
9. Prescribing and 

Administering
10. Prescribing and Dispensing
11. Prescribing for Family and 

Others

12. Computer generated 
prescriptions

13. Evidence based prescribing
14. Delegation
15. CPD
16. Controlled drugs
17. Prescribing unlicensed 

medicines
18. Prescribing medicines 

off-label
19. Repeat prescribing
20. Remote prescribing
21. Gifts and Benefits

21 Practice Standards
www.nmprescribing.co.uk



What about Doctors?



Patient Journey - COPD

• Assess on the ward 
• TTA’s
• Monitor at home
• Change medications
• Further treatment 
• Follow up in clinic
• Adjustment of treatment



TB – Patient Journey

• Assess
• Medication
• Monitor
• Side effects
• Adjust medication
• Monitor
• Improved treatment completion rates to reduce 

the pool of infection in the community



Thank you for listening
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